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Presenter
Presentation Notes
KAREN:In Maine Early Childhood and Family Services consultants are charged with explaining communication options to families as part of the IFSP process.



Welcome to the Communication Continuum 
Webinar Series 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cathy:Talk about Maine’s process – ECFS 6 visit protocol….share process????    NECAP then IFSP to share results and 6 month check in….Talk about how we do not hurry this process……..encourage full exploration – meeting other families…meeting professionals etc….



Participants Will: 

. 

Gain awareness about Bimodal Bilingualism.  
 
Obtain information about children’s language 
acquisition using Bimodal Bilingualism. 
 
Discover resources for learning Bimodal 
Bilingualism.  
 
Discover answers to commonly asked questions 
about Bimodal Bilingualism. 



What is Bimodal Bilingualism? 

Bimodal bilingualism refers to an individual’s bilingual 
competency in one oral language and one signed language.  
 
Bilingual refers to the acquisition of  two languages. 
 
Bimodal refers to two different modalities: one language is 
auditory, while the other language is visual.  
 
In the United States, bimodal bilingualism generally refers to 
American Sign Language (ASL) and spoken English.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_language


The Benefits of  Being Bilingual 

 Brain scans show increased use of  the prefrontal cortex in 
bilingual individuals, as well as an increase in gray matter volume.   

 Bilingual people perform better than monolingual people on 
switching tasks.  

 Bilingual people perform better at tasks that require conflict 
management. (Stroop task: See next slide) 

 Bilingual 7 month old infants demonstrate improved executive 
function: the ability to adapt to new stimuli in a way monolingual 
infants cannot. 

 Bilingual children have stronger metalinguistic awareness, which 
may improve the ability to learn to read.  
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Brain scansEx: Categorizing by color, then switching to categorizing by shape. Stroop test: Naming the colors of a word, and not reading the word itself. Ring a bell then see a puppet in one corner. Ring again, wait for child to look for puppet. Then CHANGE the corner. Only the bilingual infants were able to switch their expectation of which corner the puppet would appear in. Metalinguistic awareness is: The ability to reflect on the uses of language. 



Stroop Task 
For each word, say the name of  the color aloud, NOT the word itself. 

For example, the first one is green.  



Why do Families Choose  
Bimodal Bilingualism? 

 Using ASL as a first language helps reduce frustration and tantrums related to 
communication with young children. 

 Having access to a visual language allows complete access to vocabulary and 
cognitive concepts that a child with a hearing loss might otherwise miss. This 
access is constant, regardless of  the child’s hearing levels, or the performance 
of  their hearing assistive technology, and in situations where the technology is 
unavailable.  

 Providing both visual and auditory access to language allows the child to learn 
in the way they are most comfortable, and permits families to discover what 
works best for their individual child.  

 

 



Key Tenets of  Bilingual Bimodal 
Education 

 The brain has the capacity to acquire both a visual and a spoken language, 
without detriment to either language.  

 Early accessible language (whether spoken or signed) is the best predictor of  
positive Spoken Language outcomes.  

 Visual language can provide children with a hearing loss complete access to 
language as early as possible.  

 Focusing exclusively on spoken language when the child may not have full or 
consistent access to auditory information, may result in developmental delays.  
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How Does Bilingualism Work? 

First Language 

Second Language  
   (at a later date) 

SEQUENTIAL: 

BILINGUAL BILINGUAL 

     First 
Language 

  Second 
Language 

SIMULTANEOUS: 
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Critical period for language acquisition ends around age 5!



What Does Bimodal Bilingualism Look 
Like with Young Children in the Home? 

 Complete access to visual language 

 Use of  hearing assistive technology and strategies to maximize access to 
spoken language 

 Separation of  the languages 

 The “sandwiching” technique.  
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Separation of the languages:Times of dayActivitiesConsecutive. 



What Does Bimodal Bilingualism Look 
Like in the Classroom? 

 Early access and exposure to a natural language, whether signed or 
spoken, initiates the language acquisition process required for literacy 
development and bilingual competence.  

 In order for a child to benefit from the cognitive advantages of  
bilingualism, the development of  both languages needs to be fostered in 
all social and academic interactions.  

 A developmental bilingual program addresses the social and academic 
language needs of  diverse deaf  learners while also providing instruction 
in content areas.  

 Developing competence in two languages requires deliberate and careful 
planning for the use of  the two languages.  
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Videos 

 Video #1: 
The Three Little Pigs in Spoken 
English 

 Video #2: 
The Three Little Pigs in ASL 
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AMY Even if the technology isn’t working, the child still has complete visual access to spoken language



Learning ASL 

 In Person: 
- Attending an ASL class: 
- In your community through adult education, or your local university 
- ASL for Families 
- Attending ASL class with a Deaf  teacher at MECDHH 
- Having an ASL Family Trainer in the home as an IFSP service  
   through Child Development Services (CDS).  
- Interacting with the Deaf  Community: Deaf  Night Out, Deaf  Clubs 

 DVDS:  
- Signing Time available on Netflix or on www.signingtime.com 
- The Vista Signing Naturally Series available on Amazon.com  
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http://www.signingtime.com


Learning ASL continued 

 Books: 
- Signs for Me by Bahan & Dannis 

 Online resources: 
- ASL Nook: www.aslnook.com 
- ASL Dictionary: www.aslpro.com 

 Apps: 
- The ASL app 
- Marlee Signs 
- Signed Stories 

 

 

http://www.aslnook.com
http://www.aslpro.com/


Learning Techniques to support Listening and 
Spoken Language Development 

 

 In Person: 
- With a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist in your home or via teletherapy as an 
IFSP service through Child Development Services.   
- With a speech & language therapist in your home or local community, as an IFSP service 
through Child Development Services, or as a therapy through your PCP.  

 Webinars: 
- Wednesday Webinar Series: http://www.clarkeschools.org/webinar 
- Smart Ears Webinars: http://www.smart-ears.com/workshops.html 

 Online Resources: 
- www.successforkidswithhearingloss.com 
- http://www.listeningandspokenlanguage.org/AGBellAcademy/ 

 Books:  
- 50 Frequently Asked Questions about Auditory Verbal Therapy by Warren Estabrooks.  
- Children with Hearing Loss: Developing Listening and Talking, Birth to Six, Cole,  
   Elizabeth and Flexer, 2010.  

 

http://www.smart-ears.com/workshops.html
http://www.successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
http://www.listeningandspokenlanguage.org/AGBellAcademy/


Resources 

 The Learning Center for Deaf  Children: 
https://www.tlcdeaf.org/uploaded/About_Us_Section/Handout_for_ASL-
English_Bimodal_Bilingual_Presentation_2.pdf 

 Gallaudet University Visual Language & Visual Learning: 
http://vl2.gallaudet.edu/ 
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Any Questions? 

 Do you have any questions about Bimodal Bilingualism? 

 Remember, Bimodal Bilingualism is just one of  a continuum of  
communication opportunities available for deaf  and hard of  hearing 
individuals. For more information on the other opportunities, please see our 
archived webinars: 
http://www.mecdhh.org/resources/webinars/webinar-archive-list/ 
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Thank so much for joining us today! 
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